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The word “Calligraphy” comes from the Greek words-‘Kallos’
meaning beauty and ‘Graphe’ meaning writing. It is the art of giving form
to signs in an expressive and skillful manner. lItis a visual art related to
artistic writing or writing beautifully.

Today’s Modern calligraphy ranges from functional inscriptions to
self expression and fine art pieces. Its use can still be found today in
wedding invitations, logo design, birth certificates, memorial
documents, religious art, event announcements and typography.

There are many types of Calligraphy:
¢ Arabic * Korean
* Chinese * Latin
* Georgian * Mongolian

* Greek * Persian
® Indian ® Tibetan
® |slamic * Roman
* Japanese

All together, calligraphy is as old as writing itself and has as many
different forms as there are Cultures. Calligraphy or “writing beautifully”
takes practice and the studying of essential skills such as pen or brush
positioning, arrangement, angles, touch, pressure, hand movement,
unity and stroke. It also requires some knowledge of the many different
styles and forms of calligraphy across the world. Learning to hand
create beautiful letters using traditional ink on paper adds artistic skills
that can widen the range of your art palette.

The following tips are to help you start expressing yourself
through the art of Calligraphy.

Tools %/\/Ia(@ﬁa&

Pens:
The pen will be the main tool in your calligraphy set, while there are
various different sized interchangeable nibs or tips.

Paper:

There are many different types of paper that can be used in calligraphic

writing. You will want to use a non-absorbent paper with a smooth finish

such as Parchment or Vellum paper. For practicing your calligraphy,

you will find a practice booklet in your set which is a great place to start.

Ink:

Also in your set, you will find different colored ink cartridges to choose
from containing water-based ink. Avoid using water proof inks as this
may clog your pens.

Additional Tools:

As you progress and become more advanced in creating calligraphy,
you may want to add some other tools to your studio; a good drawing
table or desk 30” x 40", a proper writing chair, a light with clean white
light bulbs, a ruler, T-square, adjustable triangle, drawing pencils, pen
cleaner, an eraser, pencil sharpener and a bottle of ink.

Tip

Caring for your Calligraphy Pens:

To keep your pens in good working condition, always clean and return
the pens to the storage box after each use. Wash the pen tips under
warm water and let dry. Do not let the ink dry in the tips as this will
eventually stop the flow of ink. Replace the pen cap after each use. To
avoid leakage, carry and store the pen upright, with the tip facing
upward.
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Preparing Your Workspace:

You can practice calligraphy at a table, desk or drawing board. Sitting
with proper posture is very important and you should be as comfortable
as possible. Hold your writing tool in the most comfortable position for
you. Usually a 30-45 degree angle to the horizontal line of writing is
best. You can organize all of your tools within reach for convenience.
Proper lighting is very important and you should use a clean bright light
when writing calligraphy.

Filling Your Pens:

Fit the ink cartridge into the nib and apply gentle pressure. Then screw
the nib and cartridge onto the barrel of the pen. If using the squeeze
pump cartridge, fill it by inserting it into the ink bottle and squeeze the
pump until full. Now attach the pump into the nib and then screw the nib
and cartridge onto the pen barrel.

Tip

You may want to tape your paper down to the board to keep it from
moving. This also makes it easier to maintain proper penmanship and a
relaxed hand posture.

The> “Basics

Angles:

The proper angle is necessary to achieve the flowing thick and thin
lines of each letter. A 30 to 45 degree angle is best when holding the
pen and must stay consistent throughout your project to look uniform.

Strokes:

Calligraphy is very different from everyday writing. Each letter consists
of individual strokes to make up one letter. Calligraphy achieves its
beauty from writing each line at the proper angle of the pen and not by
the amount of pressure applied. Never push the pen but, caress each
stroke at the proper angle.

Spacing:
Spacing and arrangement of each letter is as important as the letters
themselves. Proper spacing allows for a nicely balanced piece of art.

Letter Height:
Each style of calligraphy has its own unique characteristics. The height
of each letter is measured by the width of the nib. For example:

* Uppercase letters are 6-8 nib widths

* Lowercase letters are 4-7 nib widths

* Ascenders and Descenders are 3 nib widths

Chancery Itafic

We are only going to cover one style of calligraphy in this book, Chancery Italic.
This san-serif typeface is a good starting point for any aspiring calligraphy artist.

Al

Practice with our 15°
calligraphy paper

Keep pen angle at 45°

The letter hight for Chancery Italic are as follows.
Each square represents the width of the nib.

UPPERCASE LOWERCASE NUMBERS
ooy 3 - ASCENDER s BODY ;

4 - DESCENDER
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